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First Saturday:  7:00 PM Great Vespers & Confessions


Sundays:   10:00 AM Divine Liturgy


































































































                     


                








A GRAND MOTHER AND HER GRANDSON





Today the Church celebrates the memory of St. Olga,  Princess of Kievan Rus. On Thursday July 15 the Church celebrates the memory of her grandson, Prince St. Vladimir Equal-to-the-Apostles. Both grandmother and grandson were reared as pagans. Both grandmother Olga and grandson Vladimir were converted to the Orthodox Faith and with them the Land of Rus, today’s  Russia and Ukraine. 





With Prince Vladimir’s conversion there was a  deep spiritual transformation of the people of Rus effected by the prayers of St Vladimir. This was evident  in every aspect of its life and world-view. When the Baptism of Rus took place in the Dniper River there was a sacramental transfiguration of the Russian soul. It was the spiritual birth of the nation, called by God to unforeseen deeds of Christian service to mankind. It is for this reason that we refer to not so much to the Baptism of Prince Vladimir but rather the Baptism of Rus.





In the troparion to St. Vladimir, he is described as a merchant in search of fine pearls  and as a result of his search he found Christ the priceless pearl.  We as Orthodox Christians not only have the opportunity to find Christ,  the priceless pearl,  but also what a pearl we have in our Orthodox Faith. Our Faith is indeed a pearl,  notwithstanding the human weaknesses of its members down through the centuries. Let us give thanks to the Grandmother Olga and her Grandson Vladimir for their part in establishing the Orthodox Faith for so many millions. 


 


Kontakion   to Grandmother St. Olga-Equal-to-the Apostles


Giving your mind the wings of divine understanding, you soared above visible creation seeking God the Creator of all. When you had found Him, you received rebirth through baptism. As one who enjoys the Tree of Life, you remain eternally incorrupt, ever-glorious Olga.








Troparion     to Grandson  St. Vladimir  Equal-to-the-Apostles


Holy Prince Vladimir, you were like a merchant in search of fine pearls. By sending servants to Constantinople for the Orthodox Faith, you found Christ, the priceless pearl. He appointed you to be another Paul, washing away in baptism your physical and spiritual blindness. We celebrate your memory, asking you to pray for all Orthodox Christians and for us, your spiritual children.











    


             





Glory to Jesus Christ !   Glory Forever ! �
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Sunday  July  11,  2010


The Seventh  Sunday After Pentecost











The Third Sunday of Great Lent






























