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In Giving Birth You Preserved Your Virginity


In Falling Asleep You Did not Forsake the World O Theotokos




















First Saturday:  7:00 PM Great Vespers & Confessions


Sundays:   10:00 AM Divine Liturgy


































































































                     


                











IN GIVING BIRTH YOU PRESERVED YOUR VIRGINITY





With these words The Church proclaims one of the great paradoxes of our Orthodox Christian Faith:  The ever-virginity of the Most Holy Theotokos. The next verse of the troparion of the Feast of the Dormition proclaims: In falling asleep you did not forsake the world O Theotokos…It is for this reason that from the earliest days of The Christian Church the Holy Theotokos has been invoked immediately following Christ and The Most Holy Trinity. This invocation is found in our Orthodox prayers and all of the Divine Services. The Theotokos  is found in the holy icons and in the several festal commemorations of her life. These  begin  with her conception by the Righteous Joachim and Anna to her falling asleep or Dormitiuon.  Additionally The Church commemorates the Theotokos during the year in a wide variety of feasts commemorating her various icons. 





For Orthodox Christians as well as Roman and Eastern Rite Catholics the veneration of the Holy Virgin flows naturally from our belief in Christ our God as does the honor, respect and devotion that most individuals feel towards their own mothers. It is an unfortunate development of history that among some Christians coming out of the  Western tradition  that the Orthodox understanding and devotion to the Holy Virgin has been lost, down played  or simply denied. 





How blessed are we as Orthodox Christians to continue to profess and express The Church’s devotion to the Most Holy Theotokos. In the matins service of our Church, just before the singing of the 9th Ode, the priest proclaims:  “The Theotokos and the Mother of The Light, let us honor and magnify in song…”





May this be the prayer on our lips and in our hearts every day of our life as we profess our devotion and love for the Holy Theotokos, The Mother of our God and 


our Mother.   God love you.





Glory to Jesus Christ !   Glory Forever ! �
�
 �
�









                             


Sunday  August 15,  2010


The Twelfth  Sunday After Pentecost


THE FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS














The Third Sunday of Great Lent






























