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Today’s Gospel Prompts at Least Three Questions


What was the nature of the illness of this man's son?


This was no ordinary illness or medical condition, for our Lord cast a demon out of the son; the man's son was possessed. It was not therefore 'epilepsy' as some modernistic translations have it. Indeed in liturgical English, the child is described as 'lunatick'  The falling into fire and water also show us how the demons abuse God's creation. Fire is not a tool with which to burn and destroy, but a gift of God.


The second question is: How did the demon get inside the man's son and possess him?


We have the reply of Christ: 'O faithless and perverse generation'. The demon came into possession of the son through unbelief, faithlessness. Not only the son's unbelief, but also the unbelief of the father and others around the son who could have cared for him and given him faith. 


The third question is: What is the solution to the sickness of the son?


The answer is 'prayer and fasting', for this is how Christ casts the demon out of the son. For prayer is not talking about God, as some imagine, it is talking with God, as we know. And fasting is not some kind of secular dieting, it is abstaining from the things of the body in order to draw nearer to the things of the soul. A  Father of the nineteenth century, St Theophan the Recluse, wrote: 'Where there is no prayer and fasting, there are the demons'.


Referring to the word of St Theophan, we could say therefore that much of the modern world has become the dwelling-place of demons, for the modern world mocks prayer and fasting. 


On the other hand, where there is faith, there is prayer and fasting, and there the demons cannot go. All is possible if there is faith. Faith moves mountains. We have the words of Christ which tell us this.
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Glory to Jesus Christ !   Glory Forever ! �
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St. John’s Orthodox Church


Colchester, England


Fr. Andrew Phillips 





                             


Sunday  August 1,  2010


The Tenth    Sunday After Pentecost
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