
[image: image1.jpg]


 



St. Gregory  Palamas Orthodox Church


Glen Gardner,  New Jersey




















�








First Saturday:  7:00 PM Great Vespers & Confessions


Sundays:   10:00 AM Divine Liturgy


































































































                     


                








THE GREAT FAITH OF THE CENTURION


Today's Gospel is about the encounter our Savior had with a centurion . In the Gospel the centurion’s faith is that he not only believes that Jesus can heal his servant but, he knows that Jesus can heal his servant. It is for this reason that the centurion  says:  “but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.” (Matthew 8:8)


In true humility the centurion prefaced his request by saying that he was not worthy to have the Lord “…enter under the roof of my  house.”  This is another example of his faith.





Our Savior  marveled at the centurion’s faith.  Christ did this to show us that great faith is worthy of wonder. The Serbian Saint,  Nikolaj Velimirovic in speaking of great faith teaches us: “ Christ did not marvel at the beauty of the sea of Galilee, for what is such beauty compared with the beauty of the kingdom of heaven….Neither did He ever marvel at great human wisdom, wealth or strength; for all is nothing compared with the wisdom, wealth and might that are familiar to Him in the Kingdom of God….The great faith of one man is to be marveled at. It is the greatest and most beautiful thing on earth, for by faith a slave becomes free, a hireling becomes a son of God and a mortal man becomes immortal.”





Some of the lessons for us to consider in this Gospel account are. 





In the spirit of humility we should not fear to approach our Savior


Like the centurion we should pray to God for the healing and needs of others 





In this way we practice true Christian charity





God love you,             


                            Fr Tom


             





Glory to Jesus Christ !   Glory Forever ! �
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Sunday  June 20,  2010


The Fourth  Sunday After Pentecost


Fathers Day








The Third Sunday of Great Lent






























