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First Saturday:  7:00 PM Great Vespers & Confessions


Sundays:   10:00 AM Divine Liturgy


































































































                     


                











DEMONIC POSSESSION AS REPORTED IN TODAY’S GOSPEL





Today's Gospel describes the casting out of demons from two possessed men, their entry into a herd of swine and the suicide of those swine. Like all of the Sunday Gospels there are lessons for us to ponder, and with God’s grace to put them into practice in our life.





Firstly those men who owned the swine were disobeying the Jewish law  as it relates to not eating pork. No wonder they “besought” our Savior Christ to leave their area. Perhaps it was why two of them had become possessed by the devil ? 





First Lesson:  Disobedience of God can lead us to all kinds of misfortune.





Secondly devils do exist and they can enter into and possess men and women. Not only in the Gospel accounts but down through the centuries even to our own time there are countless examples of individuals who have come under the influence of the evil one. The Fathers of the Church tell us that such individuals do not become possessed overnight. Possession is the final stage of this demonic process. 





Second Lesson:   The devil and demonic possession are realities. They are


                         not some horror movie or spooky stories.





Thirdly two of the characteristics of the Devil are that they  are spiritually dead (hence living in tombs.)  They are violent and alien to the spirit of peace. According to St. Simeon the New Theologian the Devil lacks love.





Third  Lesson:  Only God is love and any evil is any thing but love.           





With God’s help and the prayers of the Church let us flee from all that is evil.  God love you. 


                            Fr Tom


             





Glory to Jesus Christ !   Glory Forever ! �
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Sunday  June 27,  2010


The Fifth  Sunday After Pentecost











The Third Sunday of Great Lent






























