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Before Thy Cross We Bow Down in Worship O Master


And Thy Holy Resurrection We Glorify





Sundays:      Divine Liturgy    10:00 AM


First Saturdays:      Great Vespers & Confessions     5:00 PM
























































                     


                








Today is the third Sunday of  Great Lent. The  Church presents to us the Cross of our Savior. The Holy Cross is given a place of prominence in the center of the church. It is adorned with flowers to underscore that the Cross is more than an instrument of torture and death. It is  a symbol of joy, victory  and resurrection.





No wonder that on this day the Church sings:  Before Thy Cross we bow down in worship O Master and Thy Holy Resurrection we glorify !  In another place the Church sings.  Through the Cross Joy has come into all the world…





Joy, Victory and Resurrection This is what the Church equates with the Cross of our Savior.  Yes,  it was used as an instrument of torture and death  and the Church acknowledges this during the services of Holy Week. On the evening of Holy Thursday when we listen to the 12 Gospels about the Passion of our Savior we are tuned in to His sufferings. On Good Friday the events surrounding the death of Christ are detailed for us in the Gospel at vespers: “…now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land…and behold the curtain of the temple was torn in two…and the earth shook, and the rocks were split…”  Quite a dramatic moment in the history of the world ! 





A few hours later we’re back in  church for the service of The Lamentations of the Holy Theotokos. We are present for what might be called the first panachida. It is the prototype of how we Christians are to mourn our dead from the perspective of The Mother of God. It is as profound as it is moving, touching  and heart breaking  and any other adjectives used to describe the grief of death….and then something happens…Saturday morning we return to our church for the service at the tomb of our Savior. It is during this service that the church goes from purple to white and the first hint of the Resurrection is proclaimed. This is the time of transition-the Passover from death to life. At this point the Holy Cross ceases to be an instrument of torture and death and becomes a symbol of joy, victory and resurrection. This is why the Holy Cross is adorned with flowers today. It’s the light at the end of a long dark tunnel…Let us rejoice and be glad in it… for truly… God loves you !
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Sunday  March 7, 2010 


THE SUNDAY OF THE CROSS


The Third Sunday of Great Lent








The Third Sunday of Great Lent






























