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                                                                                 Sunday July  1,  2007

       Dear Faithful of St. Gregory Palamas:

                                       Glory To Jesus Christ!

I

t is with the spirit of joy and enthusiasm that I greet you this morning  on the very first day of my appointment as rector  of  St. Gregory Palamas Church  in Glen Gardner, New Jersey. 

It is my prayer that together we may work out our salvation. Beyond this we are called upon to present our Orthodox Church to those who seek the truth in Christianity. We have magnificent icons and our worship of God “in the Orthodox manner” cannot be surpassed...However...

Greater than all of this is what the world sees in us as individual Orthodox Christians. In our day to day lives, we are the icons that must draw in those who are seeking  the Light of Christ that illumines all...

This is what will cause our church to grow. This is what we are called upon to do...this is what will save us and those around us. This is  what will save the world.

Pray for me as I do for you and all our needs as I assume this awe-filled

responsibility. 

With love in Christ Our Savior,

 (Archpriest) Thomas Edwards

